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deliberations.1 There were few regrets when Bismarck closed the
sitting for the day.

Before the congress met again Bismarck sought an interview
with Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salisbury. Lord Odo Russell
warned his colleagues that the Chancellor probably wanted
to explore the extent of the British demands, but he contented
himself with expounding "rambling, amusing, egotistical"
biographical details, and left both statesmen wondering what his
visit portended.2

The first business session met on Monday 18 June, and
by this time most of the plenipotentiaries had had opportunities
of taking the measure of their colleagues. Lord Odo Russell
had not been present at the important conference between
England, Austria and Russia, which met to settle the new
boundary of Bulgaria and the power of the Sultan over his
mutilated province, but he had had a very busy morning
nevertheless. After receiving with Biilow a deputation of
Roumanian Jews who had come to plead their cause he accom-
panied Lord Beaconsfield on a visit to Shuvalov at noon, and
yet found time to be present at an interview between Lord
Salisbury and Waddington.3

The second meeting of the conference was not so dazzling
as the first; the plenipotentiaries, no longer resplendent in
uniform, arrived in morning dress. Gorchakov who had been
taken ill, recovered sufficiently "after eating some strawberries"
to attend the session.4 The Anglo-Russian agreement, into the
details of which it is not proposed to enter, as they do not
immediately concern the career of Lord Odo Russell, had
already been made public, to the extreme discomfiture of
Lord Salisbury. He had little taste for the limelight at any
time, but it was particularly unpleasant at this meeting, where
the first business was to consider his proposal to admit Greece
to the deliberations of the Powers. He championed her claims
on the ground that since the Slavs had a victorious patron in
Russia, the non-Slav races of the Balkans had a right to be
heard, too. Gorchakov indignantly repudiated the idea that
his sympathies were confined to the Slav Christians. The dis-
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